Pyrus calleryana
Callery Pear

True Pprns arllensoe s a thorny, couarse, irregular tree
of which the only redeeming characleristic is the
eurly spring white flowers, bul even thew are mildly
disagreeable in their odor, The true species is generally
used as an understock for budding the more desirable
enllivars, the tree’s main representatives in the Tand-
scape, The species was used as breeding stosck inan
attempt to incorporate fireblight resislance into

I cormeenis, Common Pear; this experiment dic

nol work, bul gardeners have benefited from ihe
ornamental allribules of the resulting collivars.

Ihe mosl notable cultural aspect of Pocatleryanag is

its Lremendous tolerance of heat, drought, and com-
picted soils. Zones 3 1o &%), Kores, China,

Cultivars and Varietics. ‘Aristocrat’ is a pyramidal
tor broad-preramidal form, with coarse, horizontal
branches. The lustrous dark green, wavy macgined
leaves turn persimmon-orange in fall. The while
tlowers ate nol as profuse as those of ‘Bradfond;, but
this cultivar is more structurally sound, Better suited
lor the Morth; fireblight has been problematic in The
Soniths Grows 40 ML high, 20 to 25 fro wide,

Tradlford! introduced in the early 19605, i as com-
mon as mud in landscapes aceoss the United States. 1L
is densely branched and foliaged, broad-conical in
habit in youlh and matarity, 4 profusion of white
fluwwers appear in April, and the leathery, 1 to 3-in.-
long and wide, dark green leaves turn flnorescent
arange and red in fall, Despite all its desirable attrib-
utes, however, ‘Bradford’ suffers [rom a tatal genetic
faw that causes il 1o scll-destruct, literally Talling
apart with time—the many branches will cause the
tree Lo split in halt after 10 to 13 vears, For short-ferm
use, it is acceptable, bl Lo plant entire streets wilh
this cultivar is playing biological Russian roulette,
lrees hal survived 20 vears were 30 (L high and 40 ft.
wide, ‘Bradtord’ is hughly resistant to hreblight.

‘Capital” has an upright columnar habil like that
of Papulus pigra *ltalica’, Lombardy Poplar. [t bears lus-
Lrous dark green leaves. Probubly sullable omly for
northern states; ficchlight has been o tremendous
problem in the South. Grows 32 1L high and 8 1L
wide In 15 years,

‘Chanticleer’ (also ‘Select’, "Clevelatd Select, or
stane Hill'y is an upright-pyramidal fonm that, unlike
wosme of the other cultivirs, has not shown the pro-
pensity to break aparl with age. [t owers heavily, but
its reddish purple fall color does nel measure up to
thal of ‘Bradtord’ Lhisplays good Greblight resistance.
Grows 34 ft, high and 16 ft. wide in 15 years.
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i cafferyona continued

SWhitehoose!, mmtermediate ety
and ‘Bradford 3 Lh halsit, has ne
proven popular becs £i ;
leaf spot. It s tightly
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